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Ichnology of mammal and bird footprints from Karaj
Formation (Eocene), Solichai area, Tarom Mountains,

Northwest Iran
Shima Ali Nasiri*, Nasrollah Abbassi?, Rahim Shabanian®
*13 payam-e Nur university, Iran.
2 Department of geology, Faculty of science, University of Zanjan, Iran.

Abstract
Studied section of Karaj Formation (Eocene) in the north Tarom Mountains, north Zanjan,
includes alternations of sandstone, tuffite, tuffeacous sandstone, sandy tuff, green-gray
tuffite,with some paleosol horizons that are 284 m in thickness. About 500 mammal and 31
bird footprints have been found in the seven successive stratigraphic positions in the studied
section. Mammal footprints include Tricorynopus, Phacelopus, Apoxypus, Palaeotheriipus,
plagiolophustipus ichnogenera and Rhinoceripeda, Carnivoripedida ichno-orders. Only two
avian ichnogenera determined as Avipeda and Fuscinapeda. These diverse vertebrate
footprints show a high Eocene biodiversity in the north Zanjan.
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Karaj Formation
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