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Palynological evidence on the Kellwasser Event in the Upper

Devonian strata, northern Darvar, southwestern Damghan
Abstract:
The Geirud Formation, northern Darvar, southwestern Damghan, consists of alternatoin of
conglomerates, quartzites, sandstones, siltstones (terrestrial facies) and limestones with thin
intercalations of dark shales (carbonate facies). Diverse, relatively well-preserved
palynofloras (marine microphytoplankton cysts, spores, and scolecodonts) occur therein.
Based on presence of such index Late Devonian palynotaxa as Cymatiosphaera
perimembrana, Chomotriletes vedugensis, Papulogabata annulata, Unellium lunatum,
Unellium piriforme, Tornacia sarjeantii, Retispora lepidophyta, Retusotriletes rugulatus,
Grandispora cornata, and Geminospora lemurata the host strata are dated as Frasnian-
Famennian. Occurrence in the material examined of index Frasnian species, viz.;
Retusotriletes rugulatus, Deltotosoma intonsum, Chomotriletes vedugensis and the first
incidence of Retispora lepidophyta therin permit the Frasnian-Famennian boundary to be
located at about 96 meters above base of the Geirud Formation, where almost 60% of the
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microphytoplankton cysts species and more than half of the spores species disappear. This
sudden and apparently abrupt qualitative and quantitative variation in palynofloras across
the Frasnian-Famennian boundary appears to reflect the kellwasser Event in the material
investigated.

Keywords: Kellwasser Event, Palynomorphs, Frasnian-Famennian Boundary.

D oo

(Raup it ods olalis 6555 (51551 slutst 5 ety K555,36 0551 55 0586 ¢ s 5 al g ol
w8 L ys el 5 w58 5 e 5 555 de gl edudy 31 G & Sepkoski, 1982; Sepkoski, 1982)
.(Buggisch, 1972) Cwl olis L;)\.'&u Kellwasser sl Ol go Coed g 0l

Gl 5355 sl 0LITHorz sls oS 5 1y Kellwasser  SaT 331 )b s (Roemer, 1850)
6ug,ﬁ.zT&ﬁu)wﬁw;@)uM;Wdum,');lé,;xéuwfw
Calides g gy o a5 53 0sS6 33l ol (walliser, 1980, 1984) LS o jedeive puiali- 05l 5
S osb w e plalid 63 sl 5 ol 3T Jlad S T Jlad 5o 287 Sl 4 L s sl o5
Gl ol 03 Slear okins OLES Sl w313 (slgl > Kellwasser s gioels 5 Kok —
(Mc Laren, 1982; Mc Ghee, 1996; Sandberg et al., 1988; il ey 93 Ol o e s
Gler S 35 Logas 4 0l VU 595 Db guy Bl aslsl 13 iels (gldl G 48 Schindler, 1990)
SleasS why (S0 5 S5 o S 53 555 de e aig s ol es cadvie ojlust i Ll
olkd b =e (Bozorgnia, 1973) 3M 5 o5 Lile g (Assereto, 1963) 5, Lijle Ol s o 5l
Sl (Ko sml 55 Ole 45 bikes 035 d5le Ol et (slga oS a2y (655 jo idu 53 oLl
S oy 1 Ky 0,5 gl b ol ok S5 ST 5 e 60 st (6K ale ol o JI K0S
o Jeed 5 (5% 40 goma b O 50 5y oMo s el il a o) o gl 5 gy Ll
b gl (ale dls oyl 5l g S g 5l 5y 5 dle Cipa 5 S o g 4 5l
a,u,u;)ij-f;jﬁ.u;u;u:;uwu%cwﬁy}g@gféuwj;u}dou
«(Stocklin, 1972; Ghavidel-Syooki, 1994, 1995; Sartenaer, 1964; Dashtban & Racheboef, 2001; &
OLEer 5 oshm A sl Sb S O agh 5 odls OFAF O 503l (g 2d 5
40

105


http://www.sid.ir

A

¢ &
Tl ol i 0 0l inlad (aiid Yl Agaze SO

WAY i, ) — oyl olEidls

Y5y Sk (oo VEON OV LUl Slambus b lgps Jlad gwlid i 55 )3 39,0 Ll
JSE) sl 0k 15 51553 (gl s dladh 5 Olaals oo o si (6 0 5hST YD 5o (B8 b 0T OF
s b ol gay iulep Kowsmlbl 2018 Sl 4 VU 593 sla anig ¢ Jous ol 3 .00
0dels &K 0 51,0 J&KE 5 Kt e gl iyl 15 S Kad il &K o UL sls L
6Ly S oslesy 4 Vb O b oS dadke S5 15 (oYU 593 Sl gy (5157 o5l 35 A5l
Ll ¢ s ) 53 disd oo Joos &S5 al b 3l sla 0¥ Ola U ST 1 JSCtze ¢ S ol
OLSes 5 oY) 355 o0l g 5 jlio 5l (Glo ailigh Lo 5 o o8 5 s gy Doy 40 35
das e Ol b gla 31 51 ol Cols 4503 YV (6550 5l andllan (VF+ ¢ angd 5 ala $YFAY
L5 (S ks i b oo ga s 51,8 g2l 55 e G865 Slo Cood (6la 4550 3 o
Ci5a S Al 5 (b sl 5 b Sl ST) oL ss slg iSO 525 Sen 5 s sl Joli 05
(¥4 angd 5 saila tHashemi & Fahimi, 2006; YYAD ¢ cougd) 3,15 549

L /P

30N

— v—
P 1:750,000

360N

wiwe wee & - e 53900 S400E

o3 dled (gl i 2z 53 35 5l (Ul e 1) S

53 (680 53) s &Sl ST SI7AY (G A= 53) b S g 3l 5178 41,41 (Mc Ghee, 1996)
S el s cnl el .l Kellwasser sl | Lo a1y (palb = 3313 5 00) s i
Sl 05 57 A5G |y Kellwasser slas- y 55 ueli- 315 5,0 53 odd el 55 5y Dl i La
sl by ey Sedalsd ulul pslusty cpl cisees (Paris, 1996; Filipiak, 2002; Riegel, 2008)

51448753 by 53 Lo g el LS 2l s Sy 5 cla 555 ST el 58T e Sl e b sl 058

.(Hallam & Wignall, 1997) &l oud S 50 s Ol 10 5 cla

106


http://www.sid.ir

A

e S
Sbires e oo . "
4 it Oy ewbeds ady 1o cpozul o lod puociiiad SY Lo e goxo o5 ol

WAY i, ) — oyl olEidls

Cymatiosphaera perimembrana, (sl e 5 sl s gl 5 b O 2SN g2b 5 Koo

Chomotriletes vedugensis, Papulogabata annulata, Unellium lunatum, Unellium piriforme, Tornacia
sarjeantii, Retispora lepidophyta, Retusotriletes rugulatus, Grandispora cornata, Geminospora

Sl p b o Sle rlie 53 ods 4l pulid i B a8 38 s Ll ot lemurata
,s¢b s Retusotriletes rugulatus, Deltotosoma intonsum, Chomotriletes vedugensis Asle esLs
S0P Lo 8 9 YY) o pled wses a1y el 5 55 2 (gl azip w5 e Ol 52 Retispora lepidophyta
(Y USK8) 8 8 k55 555 e (wlid a5 3 350 il otsB 31 5L

s o (L a3k 5 e o358 (hod Sleas 8l s ol plowil Slalllae ol S5 4 p5Y
S APAF OS5 031 (g 28 58) Sl 03,5 slgiduy anlllas 55 50 Sl azings (gl 1y el
3390 S A ool o et 0l 53 Drslite gl L OIFAY (O 5 g i A o3

e (S 5mn oy | peamei) (613 w03 sy Vet o ot Calibes (gla 03 8 bl candllas
sl by o (andllas 3590 gulld aim 3y 53 54,0 L5l Sl S o)l

O 5SS by S g by gl s oo OLES 15,5 e 55 35 L5k sl oy g0 gl (5T (o
B 3 g o sl oo B s bgy o (Gl 4 ged 5l (6 ni omd Slol 3 ardllan 5 g0 (gl ko gl s La
53 (2ls Sl 05Ny 5285 ,S0n (63 54an Jol Gkas) ba oy 90 gdly sl 5 il o U3y 50 52l
4 okias QL Condg ol i oy (g o L5l 0 25 50 5 VL 20 00 Ly 80 N opled 4503
565 Shas 51 (S0 o5 (Sas 5l dn b3 Lamms (6,8 JSK8 5 o (e ST 0T 552
sl ol 4 & a5 55 655 e 5l 53 s lS

stlod sl 0SSN 5285 SCn 5 la gl (Sks Lo CdST 5 ep 5 (G113 B 4 VL O b o
Coysnsdl S Laim 5 Sl aalsl gl JT ol oyl 5 ol 5 4l 255l andllae 3 g (sls 45 503 )3
o B Lol .l sl dolsl (39 Lo 0o 31 5VL 20 49) YN o5lets 555 0,5 Lo 46505 b Lo
055 4) b Copge sl 55 A4S 5 oS K s 5 SWEL o YF ojled LS a3

ST I sk a (oY sl JSK8) 55 ooty (5l sla 05N, 285 S

33 68 A Lais andllan 390 wlid a5 53 il b Sbguy 53 eld C3b gl O SO by e
b (b 05800, gids Sin o5 40) U ) sm gidly (oS 25T gyl li)ls 3 55 5 el Sl

@903 o T 4 (s w350 aslsl ey Jled 53 39 0 ke gla 381 s SYL @ by e (s 4 5l

107


http://www.sid.ir

A

e S
Sbires e oo . "
4 it Oy ewbeds ady 1o cpozul o lod puociiiad SY Lo e goxo o5 ol

WAY i, ) — oyl olEidls

S opl o 8 L s LK SKE) Sl 035 0 55N, 5255 Sn B (YA 0 jlads & gas) andllas 5 50
Cod by sbys e ‘...M:slfjbj@ Wle uele— 553 5,0 53 Kellwasser slas y o5 s g0 dal g ulal
ol ol L L$.:L@fl3 _~al5" (Buggisch, 1972; Schindler, 1993) Cul o3l 41 3,30

o) 56 o Ylarl 5155 et i a5 53 il = 55313 5 0 3 b o0 sl Sles 8

el s lin 8 OT L gesls sy JEPESEIRESSS

(S5 Aomid

Retusotriletes rugulatus, Chomotriletes usle o550 3 el sla o) 50 5l 552 5 5 g (Sl

SV 247 el- 05l 3 5 e Retispora lepidophyta 90> sl 9 vedugensis, Deltotosoma intonsum
.3}:’»@Aﬁ;ﬁ):)‘jjéJwgwu@?;gﬁﬁ)ééjﬁwujbadﬁuj‘

b s gl gla 458 51700 51t s la Cdu il s e oSk ST gla 6,8 /80 ials 5 315 550 53
el dslie LB Kellwasser (sl ,a1 lg slas 5 L Yl GG i ol s oo
—Q:S)"Jé)'jn)bjj\}):wau%uiﬁ)ézjﬁij)éu(hdftﬂuﬁg)ﬁmﬁﬁo}yﬁ
sdalie b6 Ls gl 55 aalsl 3 5 b O 58O by Son Ll Slsl 3 55 WS 2als 55 oS ks 51 opalo

AEL oo ko ST sl LVl | 55 LS Lk ol

&b

23 2V 0593 Sl L5355 s 5 B OVVAF) (i (555 Sows o 8352 e 0313 (5 b g
(YVV=YAY) (01,5 oo oy 5 oS8l (01l (i 3 cpmml S2alon (regi (" Sl p3—ay 5 et

S P P P P PP Lo e claie 53 35 5l S5 COYAD) cp o oo
O ool g oBils s )|

Ohler ey (OBl S B Cs) Sl B 02 35 5le 0L 55L anllles” 8 o wosl) oL S
05 ply oSl s e e

a-b 33 59 o L5l 6l S 5 (oolsT ¢ Sbsb (sl wig COVAY) o ¢ Jguy mel ¢ Jool 8 0.6 ¢ camY
55 AL o813 Ol gl (gl on el SRalon ranin M(Olels 5 ) Sl 5

oo M Olals 2l g ey 00 S e sl (el g 4 0" (YR o agb e
(FF-¥) VA o)l e

108


http://www.sid.ir

A

e S
Sbires e oo . "
4 it Oy ewbeds ady 1o cpozul o lod puociiiad SY Lo e goxo o5 ol

WAY i, ) — oyl olEidls

3 a":)_,g- b s sla Ciga 4SS o &L.eu" (WYY (o sde= e 5 G e T
o) ek haler eSS

Assereto, R., Gaetani, M., 1964. "Nuovi dati sul Devoniano della catena dell' Imam Zadeh Hashim
(Elburz Centrale- Iran) *, Rivista Italiana Paleontologia e Stratigraphia, 70(4), p. 631-636.

Bozorgnia, F., 1973. 'Paleozoic foraminiferal biostratigraphy of central and east Alborz Mountains ”,
National Iranian Oil Company, Geology Laboratories, 4, pp. 185.

Buggisch, W., 1972. "Zur Geologie und Geochemie der Kellwasser kalke und ihrer begleitenden
Sedimente (Unteres Oberdevon) ”, Abh. hess. L.-Amt Bodenforsch, 62, pp. 68.

Dashtban, H., Racheboeuf, P., 2001. "First occurrence of Echinocaridid phyllocarids (Crustacea) in
the Famennian of Iran ". Neues Jahrbuch flir Geologie und Palaontologie, Monatshefte, p. 58-94.
Filipiak, P., 2002. "Palynofacies around the Frasnhian/Famennian boundary in the Holy Cross
Mountains, southern Poland ", Palaeogeogr. Palaeoclimat. Palaeoecol., 181, p. 313-324.

Ghavidel Syooki, M., 1994. "Upper Devonian Acritarchs and Miospores from the Geirud Formation
in Central Alborz Range, Northern Iran ", Journal of Sciences Islamic Republic of Iran, 5(3), p. 103-
122.

-, -, 1995. "Palynostratigraphy and palaeogeography of a Palaeozoic sequence in the Hassanakdar
area, central Alborz Range, northern Iran ", Review of Palaeobotany and Palynology, 86, p. 91-109.
Hallam, A., Wignall, P. B., 1997. "Mass Extinctions and their Aftermath ", Oxford university press,
pp. 324.

Hashemi, H., Fahimi, M., 2006. "Dictyotidium senticogremium sp. Nov., a new prasinophyte phycoma
from the Upper Devonian of northern Iran", Micropaleontology, 52 (1), p. 87-93.

McGhee, G.M., 1996. "The Late Devonian Mass Extinction ”, Critical

Moments in Paleobiology and Earth History Series, University of Co—

lumbia Press, 303 pp.

Paris, F., Girard, C., Feist, R., Winchester-Seeto, T., 1996. "Chitinozoan bio-event in the Frasnian-
Famennian boundary beds at La Serre (Montagne Noire, Southern France)”, Palaeogeogr.
Palaeoclimat. Palaeoecol., 121, p. 131-145.

Raup, D. M. & Sepkoski, J. J., 1982. "Mass extinctions in the marine fossil record ", Science,215, p.
1501-1503.

Riegel, W., 2008. '"The Late Palaeozoic phytoplankton blackout — Artefact or evidence of global
change?”, Review of Palaeobotany and Palynology, 148 (2-4), p. 73-90.

Roemer, F. A., 1850. "Beitrége zur Kenntnis des nordwestlichen Harzgebirges”, Palacontographica,3,
pp. 67.

Sandberg, C. A., Ziegler, W., Dreesen, R. & Butler, J. L., 1988. "Late Frasnhian mass extinction:
Conodont event stratigraphy, global changes, and possible causes ”, Cour. Forsch.-Inst. Senckenberg,
102, p. 263-307.

Sartnaer, P., 1964. 'Découverte d'un niveau & plantes d'age Famennien supérieur dans I'Elbourz
central (Iran) ", Rivista Italiana Paleontologia e Stratigraphia, 70(4), p. 651-655.

Schindler, E., 1990. "The late Frasnian (Upper Devonian) Kellwasser Crisis , Earth Sciences , 30, p.
151-1509.

-,-., 1993. "Event-stratigraphic markers within the Kellwasser crisis near the Frasnian/Famennian
boundary (upper Devonian) in Germany ", Palaeogeogr. Palaeoclimat. Palaeoecol.,104, p. 115-125.
Sepkoski, J. J., 1982. "Mass extinctions in the Phanerozoic oceans: a review ", Geol. Soc. Amer. Spec.
Pap.,190, p. 283-289.

Stocklin, J., 1972. "lran central, septentrional et oriental”. In: Lexique stratigraphique international,
111, (9b/1). pp. 283.

Walliser, O. H., 1980. "The geosynclinal development of the Variscides with special regard to the
Rhenohercynian Zone ”, In: Closs, H., Gehlen, K. von, Illies, H., Kuntz, E., Neumann, J. & Seibold, E.
[Hrsg.]: Mobile Earth.-Internat. Geodyn. Proj., Final Rep. FR Germany,p. 185-195.

-,-., 1984. "Geologic processes and global events ", Terra Cognita, 4, p. 17-20.

109


http://link.springer.com/bookseries/772
http://www.sid.ir

A

Sbires

AP 3] stk gt O‘)i‘ ‘s.v.,w 4;?.){: M‘ &.M g POV Qym “9“2.'0 obxj oKty
PAY gl ¥ - oloxi olRils

e Microphytoplanktons @ Spores

MF-29
ME-27
MEF-26
MF-25
MF-24
ME-21
ME-20
MF-19
ME-18 P~
MEF-17
MF-16
MF-15
MF-14
MEF-13
MEF-12
ME-11
ME-10

F/F

0 5 10 15 20%0 5 10 15 20 25%

andlan 3 n ool i b 53 35 e L3l Sligy 53 by gl 5 s 0 S0 528 5SS (oo G131 3 T K8

110


http://www.sid.ir

—EKY

olxj o

WAY o8l V) -yl o

70

ol (Gl

AT 3] s s od

W kY

spsuauauinf viodsipunisy
33 *ds sapaodsisooniiay

5o -ds sy ;
o “ds paodsipunisy

iodsoyng

nday vaodsuay
1 vaodsopionaoq
104 1| UI0SMIRY

stuiaofissa; sayaodsosuaq
snupyd sarapuosnay

I°°°

"m0 vaods

Sandy
limestone

pasvw viodsviomy
snypsndiad > “ds sapsodsmmnondy

owanua)

s
smpnmSna saa|uosnay

sarods

wnppuny wnigaus)

ocoo

" iy

wnsuopy vuosoionoq

g vivgvsopdog
1o1umop v

/ 2
winsopup.s wnspuavydsoydo’y
ausoftnd wngaus)

mupafans vivUI0]

smxapdaad sopyunvgy

spnua soyspoIyalq

winsourdsyiapd wmpuavydsiuosion

winpaaS0uas wn;
asuasvgm

prpisidpstaibn

winpor winipovydsiuosion

wnpanf wnpLfins
wnppuap wniprivydsoon
wmpsuap wniposvIpoNIY

MF-29

E Limestone
723 Dolostone

Conglomerate

scale (m.)
HH

Quartzite
Sandstone

i)

5
0

Ji

nconformity
sample number

Shale

L

Anaan
ME-1

MEF-1

e e
T T TT
4

0N

prospoansf  URTUUOWE] |- ueruseilIy( s
W Yeaeqopy u o H e I JO rv.” HU n Jaiaoo U g yeseyyse

3535 Al el 535 e Slguy 53 o3 6l O 5SOM s Sn g by gl gl ater SaST, (oS0 s Loy S

Dls dled b w2

111


http://www.sid.ir

