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First report of marine mammal remains from the Oligo—

Miocene deposits of central Iran and Zagross basins

Abstract

For the first time skeletal remains of Sirenia or sea cows (marine herbivorous mammals)
are reported from Oligo/Miocene strata of Iran. These remains are mainly located in Central
Iran (Qom Fm.) and Zagros (Asmari and Mishan Fms.) basins and include mainly
postcranial material. Hamedan area is the richest fossiliferous area in this context, which
includes both cranial and postcranial material. Other fossil sites are located NE Esfahan and
Dezful and north of Hormozgan. Abundance of fossil sirenians in Iran indicates presence of
the favorable environments of these animals during Oligo/Miocene. This environment
includes shallow warm marine environments with lots of sea grass. Abundance of these
types of deposits and material in Iran can lead to new discoveries in other areas.

Keywords: Marine Mammals, Sea cows, Oligo/Miocene, Qom Fm., Asmari Fm., Mishan
Fm., Central Iran, Zagros.
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