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Plant megafossils of the Shemshak Formation in Koushk
area, Rudbar, south of Rasht

Abstract- the Shemshak Formation in Koushk, Rudbar, south of Rasht consists of notably
thick alternation of sandstones and shales with thin intercalations of coal; diverse, abundant,
well- preserved plant megafossils occur there in. The macroflora examined for the first time
herein includes representatives of sphenophytes, filicophytes, coniferophytes, and
cycadophytes. The latter by far dominates the assemblages examined. Based on the known
stratigraphic ranges of the taxa encountered the host strata are attributed to Late Triassic
(Rhaetian)- Early Jurassic (Liassic). Taxonomic composition of the macroflora studied
implies tropical, humid climate during deposition of the host strata.
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