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Distribution of cave-dwelling bats of Rhinolophus genus in Lorestan Province

Abstract:

Bats are one of the most successful mammalian orders and the most diverse in the world after rodents.
These groups for flight and Echolocation are unique among mammals and have a wide diversity. So far,
more than 1,365 species from 203 genera in 18 families have been identified. Also, 50 species of bats
from 19 genera in 8 families has been reported from Iran. Numerous studies have documented that habitat
loss, land use alteration, environmental pollution, diseases, over exploitation of some bat species and
direct demolition of bat roosts are among the threatening factors that have vanished several bat species
and brought more species to the brink of extinction. The ultimate goal of the present study is to
investigate the distribution of horseshoe bats Rhinolophus genus in Lorestan province to provide
guidelines for conservation of caves and cave dwelling bats. Bats are miss-netted and hand net and then
external characteristics are recorded. In this study we visited a total of 28 caves, 12 of which contained at
least one species of bat Rhinolophus genus. Species recorded in the present study include Rhinolophus
ferrumequinum, R. hipposideros and R. euryale. We found the Greater horseshoe bats at 6 caves, Small

horseshoe bats in 4 caves and the Mediterranean horseshoe bats in two caves.

Keywords: horseshoe bat, cave, echo location, Lorestan.
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