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Ethical conduct of accountants: differences between beliefs and
practices

Abstract
The main propose of this study is the ethical conduct of accountants, based on the
Foucault approach about the practice of truth-telling activity. It is aimed to know how
characteristics of truth-telling activity can be frame as perceived by accountants
according to their beliefs and identify differences between these beliefs and how they
actually practices in their profession. The motivation for using this approach was due to
the fact that the existence of a professional ethical code has not proven enough to curb
moral deviations in professional conduct. This is an exploratory and descriptive study
with a quantitative approach. A survey was made through a structured questionnaire and
featured and include all professional accountants and accounting students (as a control
variable) that have chosen randomly. A questionnaire to assess the opinions of the quest
for truth and its application in practice is designed are two main aspects to investigate the
beliefs and practices of truth, Foucault factors include the integrity, risk, responsibility,
criticism and candour is used. The analysis of the frequencies of the mode of the paired
variables (beliefs versus practice) showed higher differences between professional
accountants and accounting students in beliefs and practices, nevertheless, in professional
accountants, consideration of ethical issues among practitioners is more than their beliefs,
but the beliefs of the professional accounting students are higher than professional
practice.
This shows the vacancy has arisen due to the belief in the minds of ethical issues and the
ability to use it in practice. The result also shows women accountant then men and more
expertise accountants then less expertise accountants are more are committed to
respecting ethical issues.
Keywords:Truth, Ethical conduct of accountants, accountants, Ethic of Professional
Conduct
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