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The Implications of Mystical Approach for Ecological Literacy (Ecoliteracy)

Abstract
With the burgeoning concerns over ecological crisis and the consequent “crisis of sustainability” as
David Orr asserts, the educators such as David Orr and Fritjof Capra have established a new
concept, Ecological literacy” (ecoliteracy) in American education, which has been welcomed by
other educational curriculums as well. However, scrutinizing the foundations of this concept
demonstrates some deficiencies including the very emphasis on anthropocentrism and ignorance of
intrinsic value of the nature. As such, need for an educational approach which appreciates the
intrinsic value of the nature is felt. Apparently mystical approach with its ontological foundations
that are love and pantheism is able to provide this need. In this line, the present research purports
to investigate the implications of mystical approach- as Shamshiri (2007) has suggested- for the
program of ecoliteracy in two dimensions of aims and materials. Based on this approach the aim of
the program is developing students’ sense of aesthetics and love for a better reshaping of attitude
towards the nature. As far as material is concerned, the tales and stories are able to pave the ground
for developing love and pantheism in students. Meanwhile, for their intrinsic affinity with nature,
the folktales appears to be a better ground in order to reach the aforementioned aims.
Key words: Curriculum, Ecological literacy, Emotion, Islamic mysticism, Love, pantheism
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