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A study and Criticism of P4AC Movement Domestication in Iran:
The Case Study of Leila, the Philosopher Child

Hamideh Gorgi*
Amin Izadpanah?

This study aims to carefully analyze and criticize Leila, the Philosopher Child, published by the
Institute for Humanities and cultural studies (IHCS), as a so-called example of P4C programs
domestication in Iran. This study tries to find the answer to the following questions: 1) What is the
definition of domestication in relation to P4C program according to the IHCS? 2) Which criteria of
domestication have been exercised in the Leila, the Philosopher Child? 3) What are the weak and
strong points of the domestication exercised in the book? The study was conducted in three
consecutive stages. Qualitative inductive content analysis was done to find the answer to the first
question, while deductive content analysis was applied to the case so as to find the answer to the
second one. The third question was answered through contemplative content analysis. The
approach to the analysis of the data collected in each stage has been descriptive-interpretive. Our
findings reveal that IHCS has not provided any comprehensive definition of or approach to P4C
program domestication in Iran. Secondly, the type of domestication exercised to the original text
for the purpose of providing its Persian sister, Leila, has been kind of expurgatory. The changes
identified in the book can be put in the following categories: names, poems, time, place,
descriptions, translation, content, relationships, contrast, omission and addition, with the
commonest and most frequent one to be changing proper names. It seems that, rather than
domestication of a foreign book, what is more required and practical is production of original texts
that meet and represent the cultural values of our nation. With so many skillful writers working in
the field of children’s and adult’s literature, the IHCS can provide those interested in P4C with
considerable materials for the program.

Keywords: Domestication. P4C and young adults. Leila, the Philosopher Child. Liza.

1 MA student of Philosophy of education, Shiraz University, Iran. rahvar20@yahoo.com
2 Ph. D. candidate in philosophy of education, Shiraz University, Iran. amin423@yahoo.com
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