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Abstract

It has been experienced that the rural women has to depend upon multiple employment / skills
to earn their livelihood. Nowadays equal access to participation and decision making of
women in social, political and economic life of the Iranian nation is a focal point in all of the
development plans and projects. This includes equal access of women to healthcare, quality
education at all levels, career and vocational guidance, employment, equal remuneration,
occupational health and safety, social security and public office etc. also strengthening legal
systems aimed at elimination of all forms of discrimination against women and changing
societal attitudes and community practices by active participation and involvement of both
men and women. This also include mainstreaming a gender perspective in the development
process, elimination of discrimination and all forms of violence against women and the girl
child; and building and strengthening partnerships with civil society, particularly women’s
organizations. Since women comprise the majority of the population below the poverty line
and are very often in situations of extreme poverty, given the harsh realities of intra-household
and social discrimination, macro economic policies and poverty eradication programs will
specifically address the needs and problems of such women. There will be improved
implementation of programs which are already women oriented with special targets for
women. Steps will be taken for mobilization of poor women and convergence of services, by
offering them a range of economic and social options, along with necessary support measures
to enhance their capabilities. In order to enhance women’s access to credit for consumption
and production, the establishment of new, and strengthening of existing micro-credit
mechanisms and micro-finance institution will be undertaken so that the outreach of credit is
enhanced. Other supportive measures would be taken to ensure adequate flow of credit
through extant financial institutions and banks, so that all women below poverty line have
easy access to credit. In view of the critical role of women in the agriculture and allied sectors,
as producers, concentrated efforts will be made to ensure that benefits of training, extension
and various programs will reach them in proportion to their numbers. In this article, authors
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studying and assessing extension education programs on development home employment of
rural women as an solution for empowerment of them in Iran.

Key Words: Extension Education, Empowerment, Programs, Home Employment, Rural
women, Iran.
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