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The role of science and technology parks in the development of
emerging technologies

Meysam Seyfi Kafshgaril*, Elham Rajabi Shahbandi*

1- Mazandaran Science and Technology Park, Shirozhan Sq., Sarikenar St., Sari, Mazandaran, Iran.
* P.0.B. 4816845155 Mazandaran, Iran, meysam.seyfi@yahoo.com

Abstract

Science and Technology Parks (STPs) are governmental, commercial, or public-private organisations that collaborate to improve
innovation and entrepreneurial activity by bringing together various institutions such as governments, universities, and private firms.
STP may also play a leadership role in building a favourable climate for local community technopreneurship. STPs foster
entrepreneurship, talent, and economic competitiveness, and they are critical components of the infrastructure that supports the growth
of today's rising knowledge economy. STPs provide the essential infrastructure for research and are expected to generate favourable
conditions for informal interactions among enterprises. STPs can offer additional services and assistance to local businesses. Spin-
offs and SMEs can typically find broader support services at scientific parks, allowing them to focus more on their core business and
research for innovation development. At the same time, they promote more interactions between diverse actors. These can range from
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administrative issues (particularly if the park contains an incubator) to managerial help, technology brokering, or assistance with
intellectual property rights. In this aspect, the park provides significant benefits to hosted firms by lowering overhead expenses for
these facilities. New technology-based enterprises located within STPs exhibit stronger R&D productivity and efficiency than those
located outside of STPs. Furthermore, new technology-based enterprises within STPs outperform their counterparts in terms of growth
rates. It is also evident how important STPs are to the development and application of intelligent specialization strategies. STPs might
offer a sufficient innovation ecosystem for the growth of pilot projects, perfectly aligned with the process of entrepreneurial discovery
that ought to propel the local economies toward novel, differentiating, and competitive sectors of endeavor. Furthermore, it can play
a significant role as one of the relevant stakeholders forming the quadruple helix of innovation actors creating smart specialisation
strategies.

Keywords
Science and Technology Parks, New Technology, Smart Specialisation Strategies, Innovation Ecosystem
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