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Abanbar an efficient tool for supplying drinking water in the south of Iran

Gholamreza Rahabr, Mohammad Mehdi Ghasemi and RouentanTan Manoochehri

Abstract
Water harvesting has to be an attractive alternative in areas where other sources of water
supply have little potential either because they are remote or because groundwater in
accessible or not potable. Iran is one of the relatively arid parts of the word, since ancient
times people living in this country particularly in the south parts where shortage of water
has been a big problem, have found different ways to overcome it. The development and
construction of Abanbar , Qanat, Collecting rain water from roof top and floodwater
irrigation are only some example in the regard. In the south of Iran (Larestan) a specific
method of rainwater harvesting is being used to supply water for various purpose such as
drinking, domestic use and palm irrigation. Since years ago, the Larestan peoples have
overcome the shortage of drinking water and it’s salinity by making the Abanbars. Abanbar
is a kind of covered and isolated water container that uses for supplying drinking water.
The main parts of an Abanbar include, the reservoir, ceiling, and windows. The secondary
parts include ventilation, sediment basin and steps. There are two kinds of Abanbar in
Larestan. Abanbar in Larestan is as old as the city. Construction and repairing of the
Abanbar is considered as a religious believes. The Abanabar in Larestan is the best tool for
supplying drinking water and other use.

Key words: Rainwater, abanbar, drinking water, Larestan, Iran.
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