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Effects of feedlot duration and sex on carcass characteristics of crossbred camel
(Kalkoohi dromedary camel*Bactrian camel)

To determine the effects of feedlot duration and sex on carcass characteristics, 12 crossbred
camels (12-month-old; 6 male and 6 female) were used in a 2x2 factorial experiment. Main
effects were levels of feedlot duration (5 or 8 months) and sex (male or female). Camels in
individual pens were fed diet containing 25% alfalfa, 25% wheat straw, 50% concentrate as a total
mixed ration (TMR) and ad libitum. At the end of feedlot period, camels slaughtered and carcass
characteristics were recorded. Effects of feedlot duration and sex and also interaction effect of
feedlot-durationxsex on dressing percentage were not significant (p>0.05). As increasing feedlot
duration, percent thigh and shoulder significantly (P<0.05) decreased and percent hump
increased especially in females. Percent neck in females was higher than males (P=0.041).
Interaction effect of feedlot-durationxsex on percent bone of carcass was significant (P=0.001). In
camels that fattened for 5 months, percent bone of carcass in females was higher than in males;
conversely in camels that fattened for 8 months, percent bone of carcass in males was higher in
females. These results suggested that fattening of one-year-old crossbred camels for a 5-month-
duration in comparison to a 8-month-duration produces carcasses with better quality.

Key words: crossbred camel, carcass characteristics, feedlot duration, sex
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