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Analysis of the Social Themes in the Short Novel Moloch by
Alexander Kuprin

Mahnaz Nowrouzi, assistant professor of Allameh Tabataba’i University, Faculty of Persian
Literature and Foreign Languages, mah.norouzi@atu.ac.ir

Abstract. Alexander Kuprin( 1870-1938) in one of the writers and intellectuals of the late 19th and early 20th century.
The epoch is embedded with many important events such as the gradual decadence and downfall of the Great Russian
Empire, World War |, Russian Revolution and the foundation of the Soviet Union. These events play crucial a role in
Russian History and the social issues rising from these events are greatly manifested in Russian Literature. Alexander
Kuprin reflects social and human issues of his era with a critical look in his literary works. Based on the facts mentioned,
this study intends to analyze the social themes in one of Kuprin’s great short novels Moloch. In this short novel, social
themes of freedom, human suffering, antagonism towards machinery and modernity, the influence of European Culture,
discord and hypocrisy, self-guilt, riot and revulsion are presented. This study ends with the result that in this short novel,
Kuprin attempts to demonstrate a corrupt bourgeoisie society by showing the living and working conditions of some
factory workers. To do so, Kuprin criticizes the currents problems of his society and presents the impact of social themes
on people’s life and work. Important among these social themes in this short novel are human pain and suffering, discord
and hypocrisy.

Key words: Russian Literature, Alexander Kuprin, Moloch, Capitalism, social themes
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