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Reflection in proverbs translated from Russian to Persian

Iskandary Mahnush, Saeidi Ali

Department of Russian language, Faculty of foreign languages, Allameh Tabataba’i University, E-mail:
eskandari.mahnush@gmail.com
Ali.saeidi64@ut.ac.ir

Abstract. One of the problems during translating a text from one language to another is translating
proverbs. For translating proverbs there are different ideas. This paper has explored ways for translating

Russian proverbs to Persian ones. Generally, when it comes to translating proverbs, it doesn’t mean literal
translation or calque of proverbs in target language. Considering that literal translation and calque
significantly destroys the sense and concept of proverbs, translating them mostly means finding the
alternative ones in target language. This paper noted six ways of translating proverbs from Russian language
to Persian:
Finding the exact equivalents that mostly uses for historical proverbs and those which have adapted from
holy books;
Finding accidental or variable equivalent: those proverbs that have two or several equivalents are included
in this category;

Finding approximate equivalent: According to this method, lexical and syntactic sorting of proverbs in
target language differs from the origin one;
Finding the textual equivalent, which depends on style, taste and language skills of translator;

calque, that transfers special concepts from Russian language to Persian;

Explaining: If the mentioned methods do not work, translator inevitably uses this method.
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