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Investigating Concept and Forms of Sexual Violence against
Women in Armed Conflicts
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Abstract. One of the characteristics of contemporary armed conflicts is its terrible effects on ordinary people, including
women, as part of a civilian population victimized by mass murder and genocide. In recent decades, some forms of
violence against women, including sexual exploitation and female genital mutilation (FGM), have made the
international community angry. Violence against women has taken place in different forms and environments, and in
any period; however, experience shows that in armed conflicts, these kinds of violence and especially sexual
harassment are heavier because was changes the face of life, and makes it a battle for staying. In recent conflicts, due to
the changing pattern of conflicts and spread of lethal weapons, the borderline between war and crime and human rights
abuses as well as sexual violence has been devastated and chaos and theft have become the strategy of warlords. The
effects of this violence on victims have remained not only during conflicts, but after them, and women have not
received much support from their society and international community.
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