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The Effect of Contrast Principal in Residential Buildings in Zanjan (Qajar and first Pahlavi era)

Leila Osanloo®*, Alireza Joze Piry’, Parisa Ahadi', Samira Yektafar

Arme Banaye Arvin Company, numberl, 38 Square, Narmak, Tehran
Leilaosanloo95@gmail.com
Abstract:

Nowadays, due to the expansion of urbanization and the need for rapid constructions in large cities,
buildings are constructed, regardless of climatic, geographical, cultural, etc. features. Technological
progress and growing economic needs have distanced building design from ecological features and also
have molded human mind in a repeated mechanical system. Started with modern architecture and
introduced as an international style, the flow propagates uniformity throughout the world including Iran
and still used in building construction, whereas, Iranian architecture have considered the special
features of each region and also the needs of citizens as a basic rule to construct buildings. It seems that
failure to use these principles is due to the lack of accurate understanding of students of architecture.
While, following special principles, the Iranian architecture has always been able to respond people’s
needs regardless of time and place: Now, the failure to use such principles in designs and also the using
principals of western architecture, have led to kind of identity crisis for the Iranian individual.

The study aimed to investigate the effect of the contrast principle in residential buildings in Zanjan. The
research method was descriptive- analytic and data collection was done through library and field
research. Library data were collected through articles, books, and research projects and the field data
through presence in the area and field interpretations through observation and taking photos. First the
contemporary architecture was analyzed and the deficiencies were identified. Then, the contrast
principal in houses of Zanjan from Qajar and first Pahlavi era were analyzed and also questionnaires
were prepared. Finally, for the design of buildings in the years ahead based on the principles extracted,
design solutions has been proposed.

Keywords: ecological architecture, contrast principle, residential buildings, Zanjan, Qajar, first Pahlavi
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