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- Armstrong, K. 1996. A History of God. London.

- Carswell, J. 1968. New Julfa - The American Churches
and Other Buildings. United Kingdom: Clarendon Press.

Islamic art discourse in shaping the structure
of Safavid Churches (Case Study: Minas
Church)

After the Ottoman attacks in the region of Armenia in the
year 1014 AH and the migration of Armenians to Iran, and
in order to maintain their cultural and religious values, the
Armenians tried to interact with Iranians in terms of
material and spiritual matters. Shah Abbas (996-1038 AH)
also began a new era in Iranian architecture, due to the
pursuit of high altitudes and with the help of the wealth he
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had created by his proper government. Among these, the
Armenian-Jewish churches of Jolfa, which were built
simultaneously with the king of Shah Abbas, have created
spectacular examples of architecture and decorations and
the combination of Iranian and Armenian art. Therefore,
the protection of the Safavid court from the Armenians
made these influential migrants, in addition to trading with
European states, to build churches and magnificent houses.
Accordingly, Shah Abbas granted permission to build
churches in an effort to create more interest in Armenians
for settling in Jolfa. But with the history of this people from
the stone churches in the ancient Julfa, the construction of
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the church from the clay was new and strange, therefore,
Shah Abbas at the beginning of work Iranian architects
help them. Alpago believed that the influence of Islamic
thought on the churches of Jolfa was Iranian architects;
however, it seems that the visual manifestation of these two
discourses in the julfa churches, in addition to the
influences, seems to have taken on the necessity of
coordinating with Islamic architecture. Considering that the
Armenians entered Iran and Isfahan as a minority ethnic
group, they tried to reconcile themselves with the cultural
and artistic atmosphere of Iranian society. Therefore, the
geographical and material conditions influenced their
architecture, and the use of Christian religious themes
alongside Islamic decorations is a testimony to this cultural
interaction. The Churches, including the buildings that it
experiences, provides a kind of empathy using the Iranian-
Islamic elements alongside the Armenian-Christian
elements. Therefore, it is necessary to know how Islamic
art discourse has been affecting the elements of the Minas

church. The aim of this research was to investigate the
interaction and harmony between Armenians as minority
peoples with Iranians and their common cultural and social
roots. The research method has been descriptive-analytical
and comparative, for collecting materials used in library
and field studies. Thus, the explored manifestation of
Islamic and Christian art in religious buildings is explained
by the application of these two discourses on how the
influence of Islamic art on the Minas church. The results of
this research show that the Armenians tried to use
indigenous materials and use arches, spaces and structures
of Iran and in decorations using graffiti and arabesque
designs in the form of bricks, tiles and wall paintings, they
benefit from all the possibilities to reconcile Armenian and
Armenian architectural traditions. At the same time, with
the use of the cross in the place of the church, As well as
wall murals with. the stories of Christ has tried to
distinguish and identify the building.

Key words: Safavid Period, Islamic Art and Architecture, Christian Art and Architecture, Shah Abbas Period, Minas Church.
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